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ALL SUFFOLK HEALTH CENTERS TO 
REMAIN OPEN 

Browning’s Legislation Guarantees Equal Cuts, No Closures 
 

Mastic, NY – In the face of draconian state cuts to Suffolk County’s network of health centers earlier this year, 
County Executive Steve Levy proposed closing the Elsie Owens Health Center in Coram by slashing 40 percent of 
its budget while only reducing other centers by 6 percent. The Suffolk County Legislature at its June 21 general 
meeting passed IR 1470-11, a counter proposal introduced by Legislator Kate Browning that will make equal cuts 
to all the health centers, which will avoid having to close any facilities.  
  
 The proposed closure of the Elsie Owens Health Center would have left tens of thousands of patients 
without accessible health care in Northern Brookhaven. The result would have been an influx to emergency rooms 
at nearby hospitals. The average emergency room visit is four times higher than at the health centers, and all costs 
at hospitals are paid for by the state. This would have been a major health care crisis that would have drastically 
transferred additional costs to the taxpayers.  
 
 “Closure of one our largest health centers should not have even been an option,” stated Legislator 
Browning. “We need to share the burden of these state cuts across the county so that we can continue to provide 
primary health care to residents throughout our diverse county. Placing the burden on one area would have caused 
a major crisis for our hospitals and our taxpayers.” 
 
 The state cuts also target the county’s medical examiner’s office, which includes the crime lab, and funding 
that goes towards training for our EMS volunteers. The negotiations regarding the state cuts are still ongoing and 
how much actually is cut will determine the future of these important programs.  
 
 “Presiding Officer Lindsay and I traveled to Albany with the County Executive to advocate for these 
important services and we are committed to ensuring Suffolk County residents will not be negatively affected by 
these draconian state cuts.” 
 
 County Executive Steve Levy still needs to sign the equal and fair cuts into law, but his staff is on the 
record stating he will support the legislation. 
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